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Welcome Letter from the USG 

 
Honorable Delegates, 

It is my distinct pleasure to welcome to SCMUN 2017. My name is Serena 
Jarwala and I am USG of Specialized and Regional Bodies. I am a second year student 
at USC studying Political Science, History and Classics. I enjoy cooking, traveling, 
roadtrips and musicals. I am Director of Internal Relations for our club, MUNSC and 
also work as a research assistant for a professor of American History. I have been 
involved in Model United Nations for two years. In that time, I have competed in many 
MUN conferences across California and have worked on the staff of TrojanMUN 2015 
and 2016, SCMUN 2016, and SCrimmage. MUN has been an incredibly positive force 
in my life. It brings together the best and brightest—people eager to talk about 
problems and, more importantly, find solutions.  

I have high expectations for SCMUN 2017 and I am confident they will be met. 
Specialized and Regional Bodies are one of the most complex aspects of MUN--they 
necessitate the same diplomacy and rigorous debate as a GA, but have a tailored focus 
and purpose. Check out the delegate resources on the SCMUN website to see some of 
my tips for being successful in a Specialized committee! And I encourage you to talk 
to your fellow delegates across the conference. The topics for these committees are 
complicated; they are not only relevant to current situations, but they also have far 
reaching implications. What the African Union does about the threat of Boko Haram 
and the violence in the Central African Republic could shape the policy towards 
militant groups worldwide. The Organization of American States has the opportunity 
to give a voice to indigenous groups who have been silenced and make the Americas a 
safer place by creating a comprehensive plan to end arms and drug trafficking. And 
the Security Council has the ultimate power to address crucial issues that have been 
unresolved for too-long. 

I look forward to seeing all of you this spring! If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact me or your Head Chair. 

Best, 
Serena Jarwala 
USG of Specialized and Regional Bodies 
specialized@scmun.org 
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Welcome Letter from the Chair 

 
Hello Delegates! 
 
 My name is Zack Ali and I will be your chair for the Organization of American 
States (OAS) at this year’s SCMUN. I am a freshmen here at USC where I am 
currently undecided, contemplating majors in Global Studies, Linguistics, Public 
Policy, or Spanish. This is my fifth year of doing Model UN. Most recently, I have 
participated in our college’s collegiate conference Trojan MUN as a Deputy Chair, and 
attended my first conference as a college student last November. Outside of Model UN 
at USC, I am on staff for National High School Model United Nations in New York 
City, where I will be serving as a Deputy Chair for OAS as well. 
 

On campus, I am a member of USC College Democrats, where we nerd out 
over politics and make lots of jokes about Joe Biden. When I’m not occupied with 
school, I love to watch videos of dogs catching treats in slow motion, playing 
IntraMural Volleyball with my friends, eating my way through campus and Los 
Angeles, skiing, and travelling. I also love planes and flying, and am in the middle of 
getting my pilot’s license.  

 
To me, this committee is extremely relevant and I am excited to see you all 

learn a little more about the problems that the Americas face. In light of the standoff 
with the Dakota Access Pipeline, we see that the rights of indigenous people continue 
to be exploited in every country, including our own. I’m looking forward to hearing 
your innovative ways to solve this dilemma. Moreover, with the continued violence 
across the Americas due to drugs, it is the responsibility of the OAS to collaborate to 
mitigate violence and provide opportunities to peoples who are reliant on this dark 
industry. I ask each of you to come to this committee ready to show your passion for 
these issues, be ready to learn, and grow as a delegate. I am excited to meet all of you, 
and learn a little bit more about who you are and why you love Model UN! 
 
Sincerely, 
Zack Ali 
Head Chair, OAS 
zackaria@usc.edu 
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Committee History 

 
The formation of a regional organization for the Western Hemisphere has been 

a long process. Starting in 1826, Simon Bolivar attempted to unite the nations of 
South and Central America to form a union of newly formed American states in the 
Congress of Panama; however, none of the countries besides Gran Colombia 
consented to the proposed organization.1 Later, in 1889, the First International 
Conference of American States met in Washington, D.C.2 The next year the 
International Union of American Republics was formed, which dealt largely with 
commercial and business interactions between countries.3 This body became the 
modern Organization of American States in 1948, when the charter was adopted. After 
World War II, countries agreed that it was necessary for there to be cooperation and 
union between states and therefore passed the Inter-American Treaty of Reciprocal 
Assistance (Rio Treaty) as well as the OAS Charter.4 This expanded the Organization’s 
responsibilities greatly. Over time there have been four amendments to the OAS 
Charter, and the body also created the Inter-American Development Bank in 1959.5 
The Washington Protocol permits the organization to remove member-states whose 
governments are overthrown by force in an effort to preserve democracy.6 This was 
used in 1991 through resolution 1080, which backed the democratic governments of 
numerous American states.7 The organization has done consequential work in the 
oversight of elections, assistance in economic development, negotiations between 
states, and supporting human rights and democracy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
1 "History," United States Permanent Mission to the Organization of American States, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, 
www.usoas.usmission.gov/history.html. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 Ibid. 
6 Ibid. 
7 Ibid. 
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 Committee Mandate 
	 	

The Organization of American States includes all 35 independent states of 
North and South America and is committed to addressing regional issues, with its four 
focuses being democracy, human rights, security, and development.8  According to 
Article 22 of Chapter IV of the Charter of the Organization of American States, 
procedures enacted by OAS must be peaceful unless in the case of self defense; 
delegates must be wary of suggestions that are too forceful and would thus be in 
violation of the Charter. Article 25 of Chapter V defines the following as valid peaceful 
methods: “direct negotiation, good offices, mediation, investigation and conciliation, 
judicial settlement, arbitration, and those which the parties to the dispute may 
especially agree upon at any time.”9 The OAS issues both treaties10 and resolutions 
containing such procedures.11 
 

Consisting of multiple organs, the OAS distributes certain powers, and 
subsequent limitations, to different parts of the organization, most notably, the 
General Assembly and the Permanent Council. According to Articles 54, 55, and 60 of 
Chapter IX of the Charter of the Organization of American States, General Assembly 
powers include coordination of other OAS organs and budgetary decisions. Both the 
setting of the agenda and the approval of budgets require a two-thirds vote.12 
Delegates should take into consideration the jurisdiction of the OAS as well as the 
individual powers of the main organs within the OAS when pursuing solutions in 
committee. 
 

This committee will operate as the General Assembly of the OAS and will 
follow such Rules of Procedure unless otherwise noted in committee or changes are 
voted upon. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
8 “Who We Are,” Organization of American States, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, http://www.oas.org/en/about/who_we_are.asp. 
9 “Charter of the Organization of American States (A-41),” OAS, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, 
http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/inter_american_treaties_A-41_charter_OAS.asp. 
10 “Department of International Law (DIL): Responsibilities and Functions,” OAS, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, 
http://www.oas.org/en/sla/responsibilities_functions_dil.asp. 
11 “Declarations and Resolutions (Special Sessions),” OAS, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, 
http://www.oas.org/consejo/GENERAL%20ASSEMBLY/Resolucionesextraordinarias.asp. 
12 “Charter of the Organization of American States (A-41).” 
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Topic A: Protection of Indigenous Populations 

 

Key Terms to Know 
 

Assimilation: Assimilation is the process in which groups not already part of the 
national culture and identity adopt the culture as their own.  
 
Biopiracy: Biopiracy, also referred to as Bio-prospecting, is the act of taking natural 
resources for commercial gain from lands that are not owned by the prospector. In 
simpler terms, it is when corporations enter indigenous communities, either legally or 
illegally, to capitalize on their natural resources.  
 
ILO Convention 169: ILO Convention 169 is arguably the most progressive 
international agreement on indigenous rights to date. Although only ratified by 21 
nations, this document ensures the right to political, social, and economic 
development; land rights, and self-determination.  
 
Indigenous: An indigenous society is one that does not integrate itself into the 
national culture, and often predates the state that it resides in. This separates it from 
minority groups. A full definition of an indigenous person can be found in the first 
paragraph of section II. 
 
Indigenous Languages: One key distinction of indigenous societies is the presence of 
indigenous languages. These ancestral languages are spoken by these societies, but 
due to assimilation, lack of written forms, and unrecognized status by their 
governments, these languages are often endangered.  
 
Isolated: This term refers to the select indigenous groups that have no contact with 
the outside world, or are ‘isolated’ from it. Many of these groups reside in the Amazon 
and Chaco Rainforests in South America, and are at risk of external threats from 
corporations seeking to exploit their land. 
 
Nomadic: Nomadic groups are groups that do not permanently reside in one place, 
but rather constantly move around to find different food sources.  
 
Permanent Working Group: The Permanent Working Group, formally known as the 
Working Group of the Permanent Council to Prepare the Draft American Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, is the body of the Organization of American 
States that is currently revising the draft declaration on indigenous rights. This body  
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works alongside the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to meet 
with member states and indigenous groups to integrate their needs into the 
declaration, with the hopes of one day passing the document.   
 
Self-determination: This is the idea that indigenous groups should have control of 
their own political, social, and economic development, or simply the free will of their 
own peoples. This does not mean that the indigenous society need be autonomous, 
nor does it imply succession from the state it is in; however, many states use those as 
arguments against the right to self-determination. 
 
UNDRIP: The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, 
referred to as the UNDRIP, was passed in 2007 and has been ratified by all members 
of the Organization of American States, despite it being initially opposed by Canada 
and the United States. This document guarantees the rights of indigenous peoples to 
existence, self-determination, and recognizes them as equal to all other peoples. It 
also declares the need to protect indigenous groups from discrimination. 
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Background 

 
History of Indigenous People 

An indigenous group is a group of people that has their own language, culture, 
and social-political institutions that make them distinct from the national culture. 
Often indigenous cultures predate the establishment of the state they reside in and 
have chosen not to integrate their culture into that of the surrounding state. This 
definition is supported by the definition of indigenous cultures established in the 
International Labor Organization’s Convention no. 169.13 Worldwide there are 
approximately 370 million indigenous peoples, with over 5,000 known 
groups.14Indigenous cultures often seek self-determination: the right to self-govern 
their ancestral lands, as well as bargain for collective rights for the group, which is one 
key distinction between indigenous groups and ethnic minorities.15 In recent years, 
indigenous cultures have been threatened due to  assimilation into national culture 
through education systems,  the presence of resource extraction companies that wish 
to use the natural resources present in most indigenous communities, and a lack of 
self-determination. 
 

The indigenous peoples of the Americas are thought to have arrived 
somewhere before 12,000 years ago from northeast Asia via the Bering Land Bridge; 
however, there remains competing theories of their exact origin citing DNA 
comparison to Australasians and the exact time period in which the first migration 
occurred.16 These peoples diversified into thousands of different societies with unique 
linguistic, cultural, and genetic traits. About 10% of indigenous people reside in North 
America, and the remainder are spread across Central and South America. These 
populations made huge strides in agriculture, had advanced societal structures and 
political leaderships, and in many cases had urban centers, such as that of 
Tenochtitlan near modern day Mexico City.17 Upon the arrival of the Europeans, these 
societies suffered from extreme epidemics due to strains of diseases that the native 
populations were not immune to such as measles, smallpox, diphtheria, typhus, 
malaria, and influenza that proved fatal for many. From the first contact through the 
early 20th century, there are 93 known waves of epidemics in North America alone.18  
                                                
13 “Who are the Indigenous Peoples?,” International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs,  accessed 4 Dec. 2016, 
http://www.iwgia.org/culture-and-identity/identification-of-indigenous-peoples. 
14 Ibid. 
15 “Indigenous Peoples and Education,” International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, accessed 4 Dec. 2016, 
http://www.iwgia.org/culture-and-identity/indigenous-peoples-and-education. 
16 Tanya Basu, “There’s a New Theory About Native American Origins,” Time Magazine, last modified 21 July 2015, 
http://time.com/3964634/native-american-origin-theory/ 
17 “Indigenous peoples of the Americas,” New World Enclopedia, accessed 4 Dec. 2016, 
http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Indigenous_peoples_of_the_Americas. 
18 Ibid. 
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For those that survived the disease they were subjugated to enslavement, 
displacement, and genocide, such as the Taino people of Hispaniola who by 1650 went 
extinct due to Spanish colonization.19 Indigenous societies are still present across the 
Americas, often living secluded from the urban areas of the states that took over their 
land, with varied level of inclusion and identity across the countries of the OAS.   
 
Education and Language Preservation 

As nations develop, it is more common that once rural and secluded indigenous 
societies are located closer, or within, traditional cities and societies. There, they often 
participate in the traditional education systems so that they can participate in the 
national economy. However, this participation  can be very detrimental to indigenous 
cultures because national education systems intentionally or unintentionally practice 
assimilation within schools. These schools often promote the national culture and 
language, leaving out instruction about indigenous peoples own culture. They are 
usually not taught in their own language, their unique skills are often devalued or 
ignored, and school schedules are often ignorant of nomadic and pastoral lifestyles.20 
Moreover, these schools do not consult the elders or members of the community in 
how education is run, and place a financial burden on parents due to tuition, 
transportation, and school supplies.21 National education systems often lead to a loss of 
indigenous identity, which is a leading cause of substance abuse and violence in 
indigenous youth.22 In more rural communities, education infrastructure is weak, 
there is a lack of bilingual teachers or teachers cognizant of the culture, or there is a 
lack of access to electricity and other resources needed to run a proper school.23 
Indigenous children often do not attend school due to poverty and child labor, 
language barriers, and traditional cultural practices such as early marriage.24 However 
without education they do not learn how to read or write, and therefore it becomes 
even easier for a language, and therefore a culture, to become extinct. Every fourteen 
days a language dies, and by the year 2100 approximately half of the world’s 7,000 
indigenous languages will go extinct.25 Many of these languages have only spoken 
forms, so without living speakers an indigenous group loses their entire culture and 
history, including much of how they identify themselves.  
 

                                                
19 Ibid. 
20 “Indigenous Peoples and Education,” International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, accessed 4 Dec. 2016, 
http://www.iwgia.org/culture-and-identity/indigenous-peoples-and-education. 
21 “Indigenous Peoples and Education,” International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, accessed 4 Dec. 2016, 
http://www.iwgia.org/culture-and-identity/indigenous-peoples-and-education. 
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 
25 “Teaching Indigenous Languages,” Northern Arizona University, accessed 4 Dec. 2016, http://www2.nau.edu/jar/TIL.html. 
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Indigenous Women 

Indigenous women are particularly subject to increased discrimination due to 
prejudice from both the national community, and the indigenous society. In the 
indigenous community they are often excluded from the political process, do not have 
rights to land, cannot manage their own income, and are subject to degrading cultural 
practices such as early marriage and female genital mutilation.26 These prejudices are 
usually brought on by the indigenous culture and attempts at terminating these 
practices are often seen as a form of cultural discrimination or forced assimilation by 
indigenous groups. 
 
Isolated Groups and Land Exploitation 

Out of the world’s 5,000 indigenous groups approximately 100 are considered 
isolated.27 These groups voluntarily choose to make little to no contact with the 
national society and often live in extremely rural communities. Most of these groups 
live in the Amazon and Chaco Rainforests in South America. These groups’ cultures 
are specifically threatened because they live on lands with valuable natural resources, 
which leads many companies to illegally exploit their resources leaving their 
environments destroyed, including contaminating fresh water sources and driving 
away wildlife they rely on due to deforestation.28 Moreover, these groups have little 
contact to the outside world so such interactions can introduce diseases to which they 
are not immune, causing epidemics that they have little resources to fight against. 
These epidemics, as well as environmental degradation, are large causes of these 
groups’ populations significantly decreasing, and push many of them, and their 
cultures, to the verge of extinction.29 Roads, like the Interoceanic Highway being built 
between Peru and Brazil, are rapidly urbanizing these regions and changing the 
economies there that will also force many of these isolated societies to assimilate, 
jeopardizing their cultures.30 
 

The process of using property rights to legally or illegally exploit indigenous 
lands for its biological resources is referred to as bio-prospecting or bio-piracy.31 As 
seen in the above example of the Interoceanic Highway in South America, such  

                                                
26 “Gender and Indigenous Women,” International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, accessed 4 Dec. 2016, 
http://www.iwgia.org/culture-and-identity/gender-and-indigenous-women-. 
27 “Isolated Indigenous Peoples,” International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, accessed 4 Dec. 2016, 
http://www.iwgia.org/culture-and-identity/isolated-indigenous-peoples. 
28 Ibid. 
29 Ibid. 
30 Dan Collyns, “Amazon road set to give Brazil and Peru new trade route,” BBC News, last modified 28 Jan. 2011, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-latin-america-12298257. 
31 John Merson, "Bio-Prospecting or Bio-Piracy: Intellectual Property Rights and Biodiversity in a Colonial and Postcolonial Context," 
Osiris 15 (2000): 282-96, http://www.jstor.org/stable/301953. 
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projects are increasingly making rural communities accessible for resource extraction, 
which threatens the biodiversity and safety of these indigenous communities. It is 
critical to secure the rights of the indigenous communities to the biological resources 
on their own lands, and assert that such resources are not a part of a national or global 
commons. Moreover, it is imperative to secure the land rights of indigenous 
communities. Many communities are nomadic or use collective land ownership, which 
means that the privatization of land that is used by most members of OAS opens up 
these ancestral lands to purchase and exploitation by outside groups.32 This policy is 
not only allowed but often is encouraged, since the economy benefits more from these 
industrialized projects. Many indigenous communities are being dispossessed of lands 
that they have lived on for centuries in the name of national parks, game reserves, 
mass logging, infrastructure projects (dams, pipelines, roads), agriculture projects, 
commercial hunting, and mineral exploitation.33  
 
Poverty and Self-determination  

Indigenous societies are amongst the poorest in the world. Despite certain 
groups finding relative wealth, countries like the United States have more than a 
quarter of their indigenous populations living below the official poverty line.34 
Moreover, the poverty rates for indigenous peoples in Latin America prove to be some 
of the most stagnant, with countries like Bolivia and Ecuador seeing huge gaps 
between the poverty rates of indigenous and non-indigenous peoples.35 There are 
several reasons for these persisting gaps. In many cases, indigenous communities have 
difficulty trading due to their rural locations that limits the growth of their 
economies.36 Another leading contributor is the lack of education and prevalence of 
discrimination which leads to a devaluing of human capital. This discrimination leads 
to indigenous peoples being denied work, or being paid less for work than non-
indigenous peoples.37 It is critical for states to combat poverty amongst indigenous 
peoples, especially states that allow for self-government. In these cases, these 
impoverished communities often lack the resources they need to maintain necessary 
institutions such as schools and hospitals, which only further contributes to the issue 
of poverty.38 

 

                                                
32 “Land Rights,” International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, accessed 4 Dec. 2016, http://www.iwgia.org/environment-and-
development/land-rights. 
33 Ibid. 
34 Gillette Hall, “Indigenous Peoples, Poverty and Development,” Georgetown University, last modified April 2010, 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EXTINDPEOPLE/Resources/407801-1271860301656/full_report.pdf. 
35 Ibid. 
36 Ibid. 
37 Ibid. 
38 Ibid. 
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One of the leading reasons why indigenous populations are disadvantaged is 
their lack of self-determination. Self-determination can be defined as the “need to pay 
regard to the freely expressed will of peoples” according to the International Court of 
Justice39. This concept seldom means complete succession from the state of which 
they are a part, but rather implies the ability of the indigenous group to determine 
their political status, as well as their social, cultural, and economic development. Many 
are not given this right, and instead are reliant on the national government. Political 
participation varies by country, and the influence that indigenous have over their 
government’s actions is largely dependent on the governments’ willingness to 
cooperate.40 It is important to note that many countries allow their indigenous to self-
govern, while still remaining part of the state. One successful example is the transition 
of power between Denmark and the Inuit people in Greenland.41 The right to self-
determination will greatly improve indigenous people’s ability to defend their rights. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

                                                
39 “Self Determination,” International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, accessed 4 Dec. 2016, http://www.iwgia.org/human-
rights/self-determination. 
40 “Political Participation,” International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, accessed 4 Dec. 2016, http://www.iwgia.org/human-
rights/political-participation. 
41 “Self Determination,” International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, accessed 4 Dec. 2016, http://www.iwgia.org/human-
rights/self-determination. 
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 OAS & International Involvement 
 

Within the Organization of American States, the body has tackled the issue of 
indigenous peoples through its Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
(IACHR). The IACHR established the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples in 1990, seeking to improve the rights of the indigenous across the Americas 
by oversight of the treatment of indigenous through country visits, and by 
commissioning of reports and conferences on indigenous issues.42 However, due to 
limited jurisprudence, the IACHR has limited enforcement capabilities. In 1989, the 
OAS General Assembly called upon the IACHR to establish an international legal 
document on the rights of indigenous peoples.43 Through consultations with 
indigenous groups and OAS member states, the IACHR introduced the document to 
the General Assembly in 1997.44 The General Assembly decided not to adopt the draft 
declaration, and instead handed it to the Permanent Council of the OAS to revise. In 
1999, the General Assembly established the Working Group of the Permanent Council 
to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.45 The 
Working Group has been collaborating with the IACHR’s Special Rapporteur on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples to improve the document, but nothing has been 
passed.46 

 
 The earliest treaty dealing with the unique problems incurred by indigenous 

populations on a global scale is the 1989 International Labor Organization’s (ILO) 
Convention 169, also known as the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention. This 
document asserts the rights of indigenous groups to self-determination, the 
responsibility of the government to protect their political, social, and economic rights, 
and their right to a land base.47 Within the countries that have ratified this agreement, 
it is treated as law. However, only 21 nations have done so.48 Many more have ratified 
the weaker version of the document dating from 1957, ILO Convention 107.49 Many of 
the nations that have ratified the 1989 document are in Latin America, but their actual 
implementation of the document remains inconsistent.50 The United States and 
Canada have not signed it citing concerns that the international community has no 
institutions to enforce the convention.51 The main concern with the convention is the  

                                                
42 “Mandate,” Inter-American Council on Human Rights, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, 
www.oas.org/en/iachr/indigenous/mandate/Functions.asp. 
43 “Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” Inter-American Council on Human Rights, accessed 21 Dec. 
2016, www.oas.org/en/iachr/indigenous/activities/declaration.asp. 
44 Ibid. 
45 Ibid. 
46 Ibid. 
47 “ILO Convention 169,” First Nations & Indigenous Studies at the University of British Columbia, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, 
indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/home/global-indigenous-issues/ilo-convention-169.html 
48 Ibid. 
49 Ibid. 
50 Ibid. 
51 Ibid. 
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right to self-determination, which many countries believes undermines the national 
government.52 
 

In 2000, the United Nations established the U.N. Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), which has been held annually since 2002.53 The UNPFII 
is a high level advisory board to the Economic and Social Council, giving it advice on 
the issues and execution of programs affecting indigenous communities. The mandate 
of the UNPFII, as outlined in resolution 2000/22, is to consult on economic, social 
development, culture, environment, education, health, and human rights.54 

 
         The General Assembly adopted the United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP) in 2007.55 The document had overwhelming support, 
with only four countries voting against: Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and the 
United States.56 There were eleven additional abstentions. Since the original vote, the 
four countries who voted against the declaration have switched their stance.57 The 
document outlines the basic rights of survival and dignity that should be awarded to 
all indigenous peoples, and takes into consideration the specific problems they face.58 
2017’s UNPFII’s theme is “Tenth Anniversary of the United Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples: measures taken to implement the Declaration,” 
examining the success the member states have had in fulfilling the rights granted in 
the document.59 Similarly, in 2010, the UN General Assembly held the World 
Conference on Indigenous Peoples (WCIP). At this two-day conference the body 
examined the successes of the UNDRIP, and made recommendations on its 
implementation in A/RES/69/2.60 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
52 Ibid. 
53 “Permanent Forum,” Divison for Social Policy and Development Indigenous Peoples, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, 
www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/unpfii-sessions-2.html. 
54 Ibid. 
55 “Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” Divison for Social Policy and Development Indigenous Peoples, accessed 21 
Dec. 2016, www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html. 
56 Ibid. 
57 Ibid. 
58 Ibid. 
59 “Permanent Forum,” Divison for Social Policy and Development Indigenous Peoples, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, 
www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/unpfii-sessions-2.html. 
60 “World Conference,” Divison for Social Policy and Development Indigenous Peoples, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, 
www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/about-us/world-conference.html. 



 
15 

Organization of American States  
Southern California Model United Nations 2017 

 

 
 

 
 
Since its introduction in 2002, the U.N. Permanent Forum on Indigenous 

Issues and the U.N. Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples have both 
been actively fighting for indigenous rights and the preservation of indigenous 
cultures.61 One key issue both groups have focused on is the introduction of 
indigenous representatives into the UNESCO World Heritage Site Program. 
Currently, on an international level, the World Heritage Committee (WHC), in charge 
of the program, does not consult with indigenous cultures in choosing heritage sites 
or the maintenance and restoration of those sites, even though many of them belong 
to or reside on indigenous land. Additionally, the WHC has not gotten consent from 
indigenous groups in the adding of their cultural sites as World Heritage sites. In 
2000, groups of indigenous peoples proposed the WHC endorse a World Heritage 
Indigenous Peoples Council of Experts (WHIPCOE), made up of indigenous advisors 
on culture and restoration. In 2001 the WHC voted against the WHIPCOE, but there 
was significant support from some member states.62 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
61 “World Heritage Sites and Indigenous Peoples,” International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs, accessed 4 Dec. 2016, 
www.iwgia.org/culture-and-identity/world-heritage-sites-and-indigenous-peoples. 
62 Ibid. 
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Bloc Analysis 

 
Blocs in this committee will largely be divided by the country’s inclusion of 

indigenous populations. This can be determined by the country's stance on 
documents such as the UNDRIP, ILO 107 and 169, and the self-determination of their 
indigenous societies. Moreover, it will take into consideration the percentage of the 
population that is indigenous. 
 
Countries that have ratified ILO Convention 169 
These countries include: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Dominica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, and 
Venezuela.63 These countries have legally committed themselves to self-determination 
of indigenous communities and their right to land.64 These countries have high 
concentrations of indigenous populations, and have granted them rights through their 
constitutions or other national laws. However, these countries continue to struggle 
with the implementation of these agreements, and their indigenous populations still 
suffer from extreme poverty and discrimination.65 These countries are all members to 
the UNDRIP.66 
 
Countries that have not ratified ILO Convention 169, but have ratified ILO Convention 107 
These countries include: Cuba, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Haiti, and 
Panama.67 Such countries agree that indigenous populations deserve certain human 
rights, but often prefer assimilation as the preferred method to end discrimination 
and other political, social, and economic problems faced by indigenous societies 
rather than granting self-determination.68 These nations have all signed the 
UNDRIP.69 
 
Countries that originally opposed the UNDRIP, but have come to sign it 
In the Americas, this includes the United States and Canada. These countries struggle 
with the autonomy of their indigenous populations, give them limited land rights, and 
have historically marginalized their indigenous populations. Having since reversed  

                                                
63 “Ratifications of C107,” International Labour Organization, accessed Dec. 21 2016, 
www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:11300:0::NO:11300:P11300_INSTRUMENT_ID:312252. 
64 “ILO Convention 169,” First Nations & Indigenous Studies at the University of British Columbia, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, 
indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/home/global-indigenous-issues/ilo-convention-169.html. 
65 “Argentina,” International Working Group on Indigenous Affairs, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, www.iwgia.org/regions/latin-
america/argentina. 
66 “Declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples,” Office of High Commissioner on Human Rights, accessed 19 Dec. 2016, 
www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/Pages/Declaration.aspx. 
67 “Ratifications of C107,” International Labour Organization, accessed Dec. 21 2016. 
68 “ILO Convention 107,” First Nations & Indigenous Studies at the University of British Columbia, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, 
indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/home/global-indigenous-issues/ilo-convention-107.html. 
69 “Declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples,” Office of High Commissioner on Human Rights, accessed 19 Dec. 2016, 
www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/Pages/Declaration.aspx. 
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their decision on the UNDRIP, these countries are making positive progress on the 
issue, but are the most reluctant to participate in international agreements on the 
indigenous, and are most likely to oppose an American Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples.7071 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
70 “UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous People Review,” U.S. Department of State, accessed 21 Dec. 2016, 
www.state.gov/s/tribalconsultation/declaration/. 
71 “UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” First Nations & Indigenous Studies at the University of British Columbia, 
accessed 21 Dec. 2016, indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/home/global-indigenous-issues/un-declaration-on-the-rights-of-
indigenous-peoples.html. 
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Committee Mission 

 
Since 1989 the Organization of American States has been attempting to pass a 

regional legal document on its commitment to indigenous rights with no success. The 
goal of this committee is to determine why there has been such limited success in the 
drafting of this document, and how the member-states of the OAS can overcome 
those issues to potentially pass an American declaration on the rights of indigenous 
peoples. This document should take into consideration problems faced by isolated 
indigenous societies and indigenous women. Special attention should be paid to 
indigenous language preservation, land rights and preservation, poverty alleviation, 
and self-determination. Delegates should not only determine what rights should be 
afforded to indigenous peoples, but how countries can guarantee those rights. 
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Topic B: Illicit Arms and Drug Trafficking 

 
Key Terms to Know 

	
Cartels: in the context illicit trade, usually refers to criminal organizations that 
illegally traffic drugs but may be involved in other criminal activities 
 
Firearms: definitions vary slightly depending on the document, but essentially any 
barrelled projectile weapon, such as a rifle, or any relatively light weapon with other 
destructive capabilities, such as a grenade 
 
Illicit manufacturing: creation of items without adherence to laws at any point of 
production, e.g. with parts that were illegally trafficked or without proper 
identification markings at the end of production 
 
Illicit trafficking: movement of items from, through, or to a territory that does not 
authorize the items being moved 
 
Opiates: drugs, such as opium, morphine, and heroin, that are produced from opium 
 
Opioids: synthetic opiates such as methadone and fentanyl; can also be used as a 
blanket term for all opiates and opiate-like drugs 
 
UNODC: the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, dedicated to alleviating, as 
the name states, the prevalence of drugs and crime; governed by the Commission on 
Narcotic Drugs 
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Background 

 
Illicit Arms Trafficking 
 

Illicit trade of dangerous materials such as weapons and drugs has been 
established for centuries, and while arms and drug trafficking are part of a seemingly 
secretive market, the consequences of this trade affect the entire world. Estimates by 
the Global Agenda Council on Illicit Trade & Organized Crime determine that illicit 
trade and transnational criminal activities constitute 8 - 15% of global GDP and about 
20.9 million people in forced labor.72 Since illegal trade possesses far-reaching and 
perilous capabilities, it is imperative that the international community effectively 
addresses the trade of illicit items, particularly arms and drugs. 
 

Arms trafficking began with Western European traders moving arms into 
Africa, Asia, and the Americas in the 1500s, as Western European countries were the 
most advanced in firearm and gunpowder technologies and had prominent trade 
networks across the world. Early arms traffic was heavily connected to the slave trade; 
guns were even specifically ordered to be made to be exchanged for African slaves. As 
the world industrialized, weapons became more advanced, and demand for arms 
increased, legal and illegal trade in weapons inevitably grew. In the last century, the 
Cold War and country-to-country arms dealing have been cited as significant 
contributors to recent arms trade growth. Despite efforts to control arms trafficking, 
huge profits, local power struggles, wars, and colonization have held up the arms 
market.73 While expecting arms trade, legal or illegal, to stop completely may be 
unreasonable, relatively easy access to arms does contribute to violence and 
instability, particularly in developing states. 
 

Today, the production and movement of illicit arms is largely regionalized. The 
2015 Study on Firearms by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime determined 
that illegal arms are mostly likely to be trafficked within a country by its own citizens 
and next likely by citizens of bordering states, mainly moved locally or across borders 
into neighboring states, and most commonly transported by land.74 The regionality of 
arms trafficking makes the issue of illegal arms particularly important for the 
Organization of American States to address. Figure 1 exhibits illicit arms production  
 

                                                
72 “Out of the Shadows: Why Illicit Trade and Organized Crime matter to us all,” Global Agenda Council on Illicit Trade & Organized 
Crime, accessed 25 Dec. 2016, https://www.oas.org/en/sms/downloads/BROCHURE_GAC14.pdf. 
73 Grant, Jonathan, “Merchants of Death”: The International Traffic in Arms,” Origins: Current Events in HIstorical Perspective, 
accessed 1 Jan. 2017, http://origins.osu.edu/article/merchants-death-international-traffic-arms. 
74 “UNODC Study on Firearms 2015,” United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, accessed 30 Dec. 2016, 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/firearms-protocol/UNODC_Study_on_Firearms_WEB.pdf. 
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and trafficking from Ecuador in 2013. As summarized, most of the firearms were made 
and delivered within the state, and while some of the seized weapons were 
manufactured in Europe, the next most common countries for all categories – 
manufacture, intended destination, and departure – are still in North and South 
America. 
 

 
 

Fig. 1. Ecuador Arms Trafficking Routes from the UNODC Study on Firearms 2015. 
 

Concerns about illegal weapons extend beyond just possession of unregistered 
arms. The majority of seized items are discovered to have been involved in crime as 
opposed to other uses like self defense or sport. This criminal activity includes 
organized and violent crime as well as drug trafficking. In fact, firearms and drugs are 
predominantly smuggled through the same routes.75 Tackling the problem of illegal 
arms can therefore help in lessening the trafficking of other illicit items and other 
related illegal activity. 
 

A significant setback for combating arms trafficking is the general lack of 
systematic data collection and analysis on these arms. The trends of firearms and even 
parts of firearms differ from country to country; this information can be used for 
individual states to approach illicit arms within its borders most practically. For  

                                                
75 Ibid. 
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instance, the most popular seizure of arms components by police was between 
magazines and pistol grips (47% each) in Turkey while the most seized part in Greece 
was magazines (30%) followed by bolts (28%).76 Law enforcement can use this kind of 
information to accordingly plan methods to decrease the movement of these arms and 
parts of most interest. However, for the most successful information network on arms 
trafficking, experts on illegal arms and criminal justice officials would have to not only 
work together within their respective countries, but also collaborate with those of 
neighboring countries.77 Without regional resources, communication, and 
cooperation, effective ways of weakening the transnational trade of illicit arms are 
difficult to create and implement. 
 
Illicit Drug Trafficking 
 

Similarly to arms trafficking, drug trafficking is widespread, well-established, 
and dangerous. International drug trade as the world knows it today can be traced 
back to opium trade in the 1800s, which led to the Opium Wars between Britain and 
China. The drug trade continues to this day to be alarmingly extensive and powerful, 
with its worldwide value being second only to that of the arms trade. The landscape of 
the drug trade has been modified, however. Perception of certain drugs have changed 
and can differ from country to country; caffeine is largely normalized, and marijuana 
is becoming less stigmatized. Drug trafficking today also has strong ties with criminal 
gangs and money laundering. In conjunction with the fact that drug abuse has serious 
and sometimes fatal consequences, the illegal production and trade of drugs of abuse 
such as cocaine, heroin, and amphetamines cannot ignored.78 
 

The unregulated dissemination of drugs leads to various negative outcomes 
such as addiction, increased risk of HIV/AIDS, hepatitis, tuberculosis, and 
cardiovascular diseases, overdoses, and premature deaths. In 2013, drugs were 
responsible for an estimated 187,100 deaths globally, with about 6,000 in Latin 
America and the Caribbean and 43,300 in North America alone.79 Despite these 
terrifying facts, drug trafficking continues, with drug profits in 2012 approximated to 
be around USD 352 billion, necessarily affecting both global politics and economy.80 
In addition, as time passes, drug trafficking finds new routes, both physical routes and  
                                                
76 Ibid. 
77 Ibid. 
78 Lee, James and Diane Leduc, “Illegal Drugs and Drug Trafficking,” Library of Parliament, accessed 1 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.lop.parl.gc.ca/content/lop/ResearchPublications/bp435-e.htm#theinternationaltx. 
79 “World Drug Report 2015,” United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, accessed 30 Dec. 2016, 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/wdr2015/World_Drug_Report_2015.pdf. 
80 “Thematic Debate of the 66th session of the United Nations General Assembly on Drugs and Crime as a Threat to Development 
on the occasion of the UN International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking,” General Assembly of the United Nations, 
accessed 31 Dec. 2016, http://www.un.org/en/ga/president/66/Issues/drugs/drugs-crime.shtml. 
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online routes including “darknet,” an anonymous network that can be used to sell a 
variety of items, including drugs.81 The international community must strive to lessen 
the spread of drugs in order to protect the livelihoods of people across the globe. 
 

 
Fig. 2. Illegal drugs seized by the Haitian National Police in Port-au-Prince. 

https://www.un.org/ruleoflaw/thematic-areas/transnational-threats/drug-trafficking/. 
 

Aside from the more obvious results like health problems, drug trafficking does 
have less noticeable effects, one of which is allowing women to suffer from gender 
discrimination. While 1 of 3 drug users is a women, only 1 out of 5 users in treatment 
is a woman. This discrepancy has been attributed to the comparatively limited 
availability of treatment for women and to the additional obstacles women have to 
suffer from, mostly stemming from child care.82 Generally, substance use by women is 
more heavily stigmatized, and women are expected to take care of children more than 
men are, leading women to be less likely to admit to a drug problem, seek treatment, 
and actually receive treatment. 
 

Of the classes of drugs studied, the UNODC discerned that, globally, opiates 
are the most dangerous type of drug due to their connection to injecting drug use, 
HIV/AIDS, and overdose deaths.83 Making opiates even more problematic, the 
number of opioid users has actually increased despite a decline in global cultivation 
and production from 2015 to 2016.8485 Opioids have become so prevalent in the United  
                                                
81 “World Drug Report 2015.” 
82 Ibid. 
83 Ibid. 
84 “World Drug Report 2016,” United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, accessed 1 Jan. 2017, 
https://www.unodc.org/doc/wdr2016/WORLD_DRUG_REPORT_2016_web.pdf. 
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States that their usage is being called an “epidemic.” According to the U.S. 
Department of Health & Human Services, the opioid epidemic is responsible for 
3,900 people initiating nonmedical use of prescription opioids, 580 initiating heroin 
use, and 78 dying from opioid-related overdoses per day in the U.S.86 The National 
Institute on Drug Abuse identifies the increasing trend of opioid prescriptions (which 
have almost tripled since 1991), more social acceptability of using medication, and 
pharmaceutical advertising as some of the elements contributing to America’s opioid 
epidemic.87 
 

 
Fig. 3. Main opiate trafficking routes from the 2015 World Drug Report. 

 
 
The Cartels 
 

The Western Hemisphere is infamously host to various drug wars; Mexico88, the 
United States89, Puerto Rico90, and Colombia91 are all home to some variation of the 
“war on drugs,” with debatable levels of successes and failures. 
                                                                                                                                                       
85 “World Drug Report 2015.” 
86 “The Opioid Epidemic: By the Numbers,” U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, accessed 1 Jan. 2017, 
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/Factsheet-opioids-061516.pdf. 
87 “America’s Addiction to Opioids: Heroin and Prescription Drug Abuse,” National Institute on Drug Abuse, accessed 1 Jan. 2017, 
https://www.drugabuse.gov/about-nida/legislative-activities/testimony-to-congress/2016/americas-addiction-to-opioids-heroin-
prescription-drug-abuse. 
88 Lee, Brianna, “Mexico’s Drug War, “ Council on Foreign Relations, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, http://www.cfr.org/mexico/mexicos-
drug-war/p13689. 
89 “A Brief History of the Drug War,” Drug Policy Alliance, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, http://www.drugpolicy.org/facts/new-solutions-drug-
policy/brief-history-drug-war-0. 
90 Rosenthal, M., “On My Mind; Dispatch from the Drug War,” accessed 8 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.nytimes.com/1996/03/26/opinion/on-my-mind-dispatch-from-the-drug-war.html. 
91 Reuters, “Colombia: The War on Drugs After Peace with the FARC,” Newsweek, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.newsweek.com/colombia-cocaine-drugs-farc-poverty-santos-493707. 
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As of now, Mexico is the top foreign supplier of marijuana and 
methamphetamine and the second largest opium poppy cultivator in the world.92 The 
decrease of Colombian cartel influence in the late 1980s and government corruption 
have been credited for the rise of Mexican drug cartels, but despite years of 
combatting the drug problem, trafficking still flourishes, and solutions are unclear. 
Former Mexican president Felipe Calderón famously took a militaristic approach, and 
while many cartel leaders were eliminated under this effort, violence – in the forms of 
kidnapping, extortion, homicide, and even massacres – soared. Decriminalization of 
drug use and possession has been prominent in the discourse surrounding drug 
trafficking via the U.S.-Mexico border, but some experts believe decriminalization 
could possibly increase drug markets.93 Recently, in Colombia, the government made 
a peace deal with the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), a rebel group 
known to traffic drugs. However, Colombian citizens are skeptical that trafficking will 
truly be quelled.94  
 

As evidenced by disagreements among everyday citizens and experts, as well as 
by drug trafficking’s long-standing prevalence in the North and South Americas, the 
drug market is, unfortunately, incredibly resilient. Even with decriminalization of 
drugs, the international community will still have to grapple with a multitude of issues 
including eliminating cartel influence and violence, remedying government 
corruption and inefficiency, and providing better health education. Countries across 
the globe will have to make even stronger and smarter efforts now to lessen illicit 
drugs’ impact on the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                
92 “Illicit Drugs,” Central Intelligence Agency, accessed 16 Jan. 2017, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/fields/2086.html. 
93 “Mexico’s Drug War.” 
94 “Colombia: The War on Drugs After Peace with the FARC.” 
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 OAS & International Involvement 
 

In regards to firearms, the first legally binding regional agreement on illegal 
arms trade was the 1997 Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing 
of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials 
(CIFTA) by the OAS.95 This landmark treaty was signed by all OAS states except 
Dominica and ratified by all but Canada, Jamaica, and the U.S.96 The treaty outlines a 
plan for member states to begin combating illegal arms trade within and around their 
borders, including firearms identification, increasing security measures, and better 
control of exportation and importation of all relevant materials.97 
 

Another major OAS document concerning arms trafficking is the 1999 Inter-
American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions. 
While this resolution technically calls for annual reports on legal conventional 
weapons trade from each member state, the document acknowledges that accurately 
recording and sharing this information is a crucial move towards identifying and 
exercising limited control over conventional weapons in the North and South 
Americas, eventually alleviating the issue of arms proliferation and subsequently 
trafficking, and promoting overall transparency between states.98 
 

Beyond the OAS, the United Nations has several resolutions on arms 
trafficking. The basis of many UN resolutions on the arms trade today is the Arms 
Trade Treaty (ATT), a historic document for managing the legal trade of arms which 
includes mechanisms for import and export checks, record keeping, and reporting.99100 
S/RES/2117, the Security Council’s first resolution devoted to illicit small arms,101 lists 
several measures to better manage arms trafficking, including reinforcing existing 
Council-mandated arms embargoes and the Arms Trade Treaty, stressing the sharing 
of information, and reasserting that member states should aim to extinguish the 
supply of arms to terrorists.102 Other significant actions by the UN include the 
formation of the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit  
                                                
95 Stohl, Rachel J., and Suzette Grillot, The International Arms Trade, Cambridge, MA: Polity, 2009. 
96 “Signatories and Ratifications: A-63: Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, 
Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials,” Department of International Law, OAS, accessed 1 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/sigs/a-63.html. 
97 “Inter-American Convention Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other 
Related Materials,” Department of International Law, OAS, accessed 1 Jan. 2017, http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-
63.html. 
98 “Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions,” Department of International Law, OAS, 
accessed 5 Jan. 2017, http://www.oas.org/juridico/english/treaties/a-64.html. 
99 “The Arms Trade Treaty,” United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs, accessed 6 Jan. 2017, 
https://www.un.org/disarmament/convarms/att/. 
100 “The Arms Trade Treaty,” United Nations, accessed 7 Jan. 2017, https://unoda-web.s3-accelerate.amazonaws.com/wp-
content/uploads/2013/06/English7.pdf. 
101 “UN Documents for Small Arms,” Security Council Report, accessed 6 Jan. 2017, http://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-
documents/small-arms/. 
102 “Resolution 2117,” United Nations Security Council, accessed 6 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=S/RES/2117(2013). 
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Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (PoA), under which 
governments pledge to better control small arms trafficking and stockpiling,103 and the 
Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts 
and Components and Ammunition, Supplementing the United Nations Convention 
Against Transnational Organized Crime (the Firearms Protocol), a procedure to 
further combat illicit arms trade incorporating subjects like criminalization of illicit 
arms offenses, identification and tracing of firearms, and deactivation of firearms.104 
 

 
Fig. 4. 43rd OAS General Assembly meets in Guatemala to discuss the topic “Towards a 

Comprehensive Policy against the World Drug Problem in the Americas.” 
 

Concerning drug trafficking, the OAS holds a policy forum on drug issues 
called the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD). The CICAD 
meets twice a year and is dedicated to implementing sustainable solutions for “the 
drug problem.”105 Through CICAD, the OAS has several programs in place to combat 
drug trafficking, including the Supply Reduction Section, which aims to decrease the 
amount of drugs available,106and the Institutional Strengthening and Policy  

                                                
103 “Programme of Action on small arms,” United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs, accessed 7 Jan. 2017, 
https://www.un.org/disarmament/convarms/salw/programme-of-action/. 
104 “Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunition, 
Supplementing the United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime,” United Nations Office for Disarmament 
Affairs, accessed 7 Jan. 2017, https://treaties.un.org/doc/source/RecentTexts/18-12_c_E.pdf. 
105 “About CICAD,” OAS, accessed 7 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.cicad.oas.org/Main/Template.asp?File=/Main/AboutCICAD/about_eng.asp. 
106 “CICAD: Supply Reduction,” OAS, accessed 7 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.cicad.oas.org/Main/Template.asp?File=/reduccion_oferta/Default_ENG.asp. 
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Coordination Section, which provides technical aid to member states in their efforts 
to alleviate the drug problem.107 In addition, in 2014, the OAS put together the OAS 
Drug Report reflecting on sixteen months of debate on the issue of drugs in the 
Americas. The report found four items of consensus to establish solutions from: 1) the 
drug problem needs to be treated as a public health problem, 2) alternatives to 
incarceration need to be given, 3) transnational organized crime is so intertwined with 
the drug problem and must be addressed in tandem, and 4) state institutions need to 
be stronger to withstand corruption and better exercise control.108 
 

The UN has long been combating the illicit drug trade and its various effects. In 
1946, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) was created by Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC), and today, the CND both helps manage international drug 
control treaties and operates as the governing body of the UNODC.109 A great number 
of resolutions and decisions on the issue of drugs have since been passed, ranging 
from Resolution III adopted during the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 
requesting that detailed records of drug traffickers be taken and shared through the 
International Criminal Police Organization,110 to E/RES/2016/18, an ECOSOC 
resolution that focuses on youth crime prevention and promotes research, education, 
and alternative judicial measures for juvenile delinquents.111 Furthermore, the UNODC 
issued the Joint Ministerial Statement: 2014 High-Level Review by the CND to 
summarize an action plan to fight the drug problem. Broken into three parts, the Joint 
Ministerial Statement looks over successes and challenges to address to better prevent 
drug abuse, illicit trafficking, and money-laundering.112 In response to the Joint 
Ministerial Statement, the UN General Assembly held a Special Session on the world 
drug problem in 2016 to discuss more recent developments in international drug 
abuse and trafficking.113 An outcome document was then produced as an updated, 
comprehensive guide on how the international community can better approach the  
 

                                                
107 “CICAD: Institutional Strengthening,” OAS, accessed 7 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.cicad.oas.org/Main/Template.asp?File=/fortalecimiento_institucional/about_eng.asp. 
108 “The OAS Drug Report: 16 Months of Debates and Consensus,” OAS, accessed 7 Jan. 2017, 
https://www.oas.org/docs/publications/LayoutPubgAGDrogas-ENG-29-9.pdf. 
109 “Commission on Narcotic Drugs: Vienna,” United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, accessed 7 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.unodc.org/unodc/commissions/CND/. 
110 “The International Drug Control Conventions,” United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CND/Int_Drug_Control_Conventions/Ebook/The_International_Drug_Control_Conve
ntions_E.pdf. 
111 “E/RES/2016/18,” Economic and Social Council, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/RES/2016/18. 
112 “Joint Ministerial Statement: 2014 High-Level Review by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs of the Implementation by Member 
States of the Political Declaration and Plan of Action on International Cooperation towards an Integrated and Balanced Strategy to 
Counter the World Drug Problem,” United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, 
https://www.unodc.org/documents/hlr//JointStatement/V1403583_E_ebook.pdf. 
113 “About,” UNGASS 2016: Special Session of the United Nations General Assembly on the World Drug Problem, accessed 8 Jan. 
2017, http://www.unodc.org/ungass2016/en/about.html. 
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drug problem, touching on topics such as treatment of drug use disorders and the 
drug-related use of the Internet.114 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
114 “Outcome Document of the 2016 United nations General Assembly Special Session on the World Drug Problem: Our Joint 
Commitment to Effectively Addressing and Countering the World Drug Problem,” UNGASS 2016, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, 
http://www.unodc.org/documents/postungass2016//outcome/V1603301-E.pdf. 
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Bloc Analysis 

 
Blocs in this committee are more complicated than usual due to the fact that 

countries can have very different policy outlooks on arms versus on drugs. In addition, 
there are usually many discrepancies between a state’s legislation, actual enforcement, 
culture, and the amount of trafficking that manages to occur. Delegates should be 
wary of these differences when pursuing solutions. 
 
Countries with a stricter view on arms and a more strict view on drugs 
Countries like Argentina and Costa Rica fall in this bloc of relatively strong stances on 
both arms and drug trafficking. In terms of arms, states with a more aggressive stance 
on arms usually have restrictive licensing versus permissive licensing. Restrictive 
licensing seeks a specific reason for purchasing a weapon while permissive licensing 
seeks a specific reason to not permit purchasing a weapon.115 Countries in this category 
also will have ratified many documents that aim to decrease weapons trade, both legal 
and illegal, including the four documents mentioned previously (CIFTA, the 
convention on conventional weapons, ATT, and the Firearms Protocol). Other 
common indicators are significant penalties for possession of illicit weapons, the 
strictness of gun legislation, and stringent procedures for gun production and sale. 
 
In terms of drugs, states with a stricter view on drugs tend to have harsher drug laws, 
with greater penalties for possession, use, and trafficking. For example, in Argentina, 
the penalty for trafficking has increased over time, now four to fifteen years, and 
despite the Arriola judgment finding repression for possession for personal use 
unconstitutional, in practice, citizens can still be punished for simple possession.116 In 
Costa Rica, the same illicit drug punishment of eight to fifteen years is applicable to 
any aspect of illegal drug activity, whether it be refining or selling, transporting or 
growing.117 
 
Countries with a stricter view on arms and a more lenient view on drugs 
Some countries such as Colombia and Canada have a strong position against arms but 
do not have as firm a hold on drug use and trafficking. Colombia, despite having only 
ratified CIFTA, has been recognized by the UNODC as a leader in small arms 
legislation. This state has established that bearing arms is not a right and has written  
 

                                                
115 “Compare Argentina,” GunPolicy.org, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, http://www.gunpolicy.org/firearms/compare/7/firearm_regulation_-
_guiding_policy/45. 
116 Corda, Alejandro, “Imprisonment for drug-related offenses in Argentina,” Drug Law Reform in Latin America, accessed 8 Jan. 
2017, http://druglawreform.info/images/stories/documents/Systems_Overload/TNI-Systems_Overload-argentina-def.pdf. 
117 “Costa Rica,” Drug Law Reform in Latin America, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, http://druglawreform.info/en/country-information/central-
america/costa-rica/item/5017-costa-rica. 
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various measures for trafficking, identification, and record keeping.118 Canada is 
known for its strict gun laws, particularly harsh in comparison to neighboring USA, 
and has been aiming to further strengthen measures against trafficking.119 A first-time 
firearm trafficking offense can lead to up to ten years in prison;120 measures like these 
tend to endorse a culture against procuring weapons. 
 
On the issue of drugs, indicators of a more lenient view on drugs can be heavy drug 
trafficking (demonstrating some aspect of regulation is lacking), decriminalization or 
relatively small fines or prison time (a more lenient legal perspective), and common 
personal use (cultural acceptance). A complicated case is presented in the state of 
Colombia. Colombia is one of the main suppliers of opiates and was the source of 56% 
of all cocaine seizures in South America during the years 2009 to 2014.121 Despite heavy 
trafficking, since Colombia’s Constitutional Court ruled to decriminalize personal use 
in 1994, further reforms for decriminalization have been proposed in more recent 
years.122 Colombia has also halted the destruction of coca plantations in hopes that a 
sustainable alternative, a nationwide crop substitution program, may deter some 
illegal exports, and the president of Colombia, Juan Manuel Santos, has even legalized 
medical marijuana.123 A case like this demonstrates how many paths a state may take to 
address the issue of illegal drugs. 
 
Countries with a more lenient view on arms and a more strict view on drugs 
This atypical view is held by Honduras, known to have lenient gun control measures, 
with permissive licensing for arms and allowing civilians to own up to five 
firearms.124125 States with a more lax view on arms tend to be less willing to ratify 
documents on arms, push legislation on gun control, or have extensive data collection 
systems to track weapons. Countries in this bloc will also likely have a strong gun 
culture. 

                                                
118 “Violence, Crime and Illegal Arms Trafficking in Colombia,” United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, 
https://www.unodc.org/pdf/Colombia_Dec06_en.pdf. 
119 Marsden, William, “Canadians crack down on guns, alarmed by from U.S.” accessed 8 Jan. 2017, 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/us-gun-problem-is-creeping-into-canada/2016/02/13/a28cd1e4-c388-11e5-
b933-31c93021392a_story.html?utm_term=.0810aebcc33f. 
120 “Criminal Code (R.S.C., 1985, c. C-46),” Justice Laws Website, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-
46/page-22.html#h-41. 
121  “World Drug Report 2016.” 
122 “Colombia,” Drug Law Reform in Latin America, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, http://druglawreform.info/en/country-information/latin-
america/colombia/item/203-colombia. 
123 Veiras, José Luis Pardo, “A Decade of Failure in the War on Drugs,” The New York Times, accessed 8 Jan. 2018, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/10/10/opinion/a-decade-of-failure-in-the-war-on-
drugs.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FMexican%20Drug%20Trafficking&action=click&contentCollection=world&region=strea
m&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=3&pgtype=collection&_r=0. 
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 “Compare Argentina,” GunPolicy.org, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, http://www.gunpolicy.org/firearms/compare/7/firearm_regulation_-
_guiding_policy/13,16,39,222,56,72,77,129,174,251,185,199,79. 
125  Cawley, Marguerite, “Do Stricter Gun Laws Reduce Gun Violence in Latin America?” InSight Crime, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, 
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As for a more strict view on drugs, states in this bloc typically have greater penalties 
for drug-related activities but more specifically have legislation that targets all aspects 
of the drug problem, including cultivation, production, trafficking, use, and 
possession. Increasing border measures to prevent drugs from crossing are also 
common. 
 
Countries with a more lenient view on arms and a more lenient view on drugs 
Another unusual stance, this bloc is occupied most notably by the United States and 
Uruguay. Countries in this bloc usually have moderate gun laws and strong gun 
culture. In the case of the United States, the US Constitution's Second Amendment 
promotes a strong hold on gun rights,126 and the US is the only country in the OAS 
that has not ratified any of the four arms documents previously mentioned (CIFTA, 
conventional weapons, ATT, Firearms Protocol). 
 
Concerning drugs, penalties for offenses in states of this bloc are usually 
comparatively lower than those of other states. Laws on drug activity may also be more 
particular instead of having blanket penalties, which promote a more rigid rejection of 
drugs in general. For instance, for US drug trafficking penalties, different 
punishments are given for type and amount of drug, ranging from five to over ten 
years’ sentence for first offenses.127 In addition, decriminalization is a great indicator of 
a more lenient view on drugs. Uruguay is the first country to legalize marijuana,128 and 
the US has been moving towards marijuana legalization, the first country in the OAS 
taking major steps after Uruguay.129130131132133 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
126 Drew-Honey, Tyger, “Why are Americans so obsessed with guns?” BBC, accessed 8 Jan. 2017, 
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129  “World Drug Report 2016.” 
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Committee Mission 

 
While tackling illicit trade in arms and drugs is far from a small feat, the OAS 

must uphold its responsibility to promote peace, security, and sustainable 
development in the North and South Americas. For this session of the General 
Assembly of the OAS at SCMUN 2017, the committee’s main goal is to draft a 
resolution that will effectively address the complex issues at hand while both being 
applicable to all member states and being respectful of sovereignty. This body should 
examine carefully the different facets of illicit trade before attempting to produce 
solutions. Beyond creating measures to prevent illegal arms and drugs from crossing 
borders, what are some ways in which neighboring countries can practically gather, 
store, analyze, and share information? How can governments discourage people from 
getting involved in arms and drug trafficking? Is decriminalization the right path? 
What can be done about the influence of cartels? Successful working papers, while 
they do not have to be all-encompassing, should be specific, practical, and 
understanding of how intricate the issues of illicit trade are. 
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