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Welcome Letter from the USG 

 
Dear Delegates, 
  

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the World Health Organization 
committee of SCMUN 2017. My name is Madeline Goossen, and I will be serving as the Under 
Secretary-General for Novice Committees; an exciting new feature to our spring conference 
that I am sure will be a great success. I am currently a sophomore in the Dornsife College of 
Letters, Arts and Sciences at the University of Southern California majoring in history and 
political science. I was born and raised in nearby Bakersfield, California in a family of die-
hard Trojans and am proud to continue the tradition of attending USC. During my free time, 
I enjoy listening to Broadway soundtracks, traveling, spending time with my dogs, and of 
course, participating in MUN.  
  
 In addition to the nine high school assemblies, this year we are proud to offer two 
committees for middle school and junior high school delegations as part of the SCMUN 
conference. I am confident that this expansion will foster the type of self-growth and critical 
thinking that MUN offers to even more delegates. Though the intensity of a conference and 
the difficulty of topics may seem daunting for younger delegates, I am certain that our Novice 
Committees will be a fun and rewarding learning opportunity for both delegates and staff.  
 

With the recent resurgence of the Zika virus in Brazil, the threat that this infectious 
disease poses is a serious health risk that has prompted the World Health Organization to 
declare the virus as a Public Health Emergency of International Concern (PHEIC). Delegates 
of this committee will need to swiftly develop a strategy of international cooperation to 
combat this disease and help those already infected. With pressing topics like the 
containment and treatment of the Zika virus, SCMUN delegates in the World Health 
Organization Committee will have the unique opportunity to debate this nuanced issue and 
practice the art of diplomacy.  
 

In preparation for the conference, please feel free to contact me with any questions or 
concerns regarding the committee or the conference as a whole. I am confident that this will 
be a memorable experience, and I look forward to seeing you in April. Until then, best of luck, 
and fight on! 
  
  
Madeline Goossen 
mgoossen@usc.edu 
Under Secretary-General of Novice Committees 
SCMUN 2017 
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Welcome Letter from the Chair 

 
Dear Delegates, 
 

Welcome to SCMUN 2017 and to the World Health Organization! My name is Erick 
Morales and I am a senior at the University of Southern California majoring in political 
science and minoring in East Asian languages and cultures. As a native Angeleno, I am always 
interested in visiting different parts of this great city and learning about different cultures and 
their customs. At USC, I am involved as an undergraduate fellow at the Korean Studies 
Institute, where I work with post-doctoral fellows on research projects related to Korean 
studies, and am also a member of the Phi Alpha Delta Pre-Law Fraternity. In the past, I have 
staffed and chaired at our college conference, TrojanMUN, and was a co-chair at SCMUN 
2016. I am very excited to chair a committee that may be the start of very long MUN careers for 
some of you! 

 
Our Deputy Chair, Nayanika Kapoor, is also looking forward to joining the Dais for 

this committee. Nayanika is a freshman from Palo Alto, California studying journalism and 
political science. She is a member of our MUN club on campus and staffed TrojanMUN 2016. 
Besides MUN, Nayanika is a writer for the Daily Trojan, our student-run campus paper, and 
hopes to one day become a journalist covering politics or foreign affairs. 

 
         Even though we will only be convening for one day, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) will debate solutions regarding the rapid spreading Zika virus.  WHO, founded by the 
United Nations in 1948, has the goal of promoting and advancing public health. Key to this is 
the prevention of infectious diseases, including research for potential cures and solutions. 
The role of WHO has been highlighted recently as a result of the Zika virus that has raged 
through South and Central America since 2015. Zika is easily spread to humans by infected 
mosquitos and can result in mild symptoms such as fever or rash and serious symptoms such 
as microcephaly in fetuses of pregnant women. The unyielding rate of infection and diagnoses 
of patients as far north as the United States has led the international community—in this case, 
you—to evaluate solutions for this crisis. 
 
         Again, I cannot wait to meet all of you at SCMUN 2017! I hope that you are all excited 
as well, but please remember to conduct thorough research and come prepared. Should you 
have any questions about anything, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. Looking forward 
to a great weekend! 
  
Erick Morales 
erickmor@usc.edu 
Head Chair, World Health Organization 
SCMUN 2017  
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Committee History 

 
In 1945, diplomats from around the world met in San Francisco, California to 

negotiate the structure of a document that would eventually become the United 
Nations Charter.1 Further discussions by these diplomats led to the 1946 International 
Health Conference in New York City, where 61 states signed the Constitution of the 
World Health Organization. This document, which took effect on 7 April 1948, serves 
as the foundation for the World Health Organization (hereinafter “WHO”).2 WHO 
addresses the world’s international health priorities from within the United Nations by 
monitoring global health situations, directing the world health research agenda, 
setting international standards for health care, and providing policy recommendations 
for national health ministries and governments.3 
 

 
The World Health Assembly 
Source: “Governance,” World Health Organization 

 
WHO is comprised of two main governance structures. The World Health 

Assembly is composed of representatives from 194 member states and sets 
international health policy. The Health Assembly also hires the Director General of 
WHO and supervises the Organization’s finances. WHO’s Executive Board, made up 
of 34 health professionals elected to three-year terms, handles the administrative  
 
 

                                                
1 “The United States and the Founding of the United Nations, August 1941 - October 1945,” United States 
Department of State, accessed December 2, 2016. 
2 “Constitution of WHO: Principles,” World Health Organization, accessed December 2, 2016. 
3 “What we do,” World Health Organization, accessed December 2, 2016. 
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responsibilities of the body and executes passed resolutions of the Health Assembly 
under the powers of the WHO.4 

 
In 2008, the WHO adopted Director General Margaret Chan’s “Six Point 

Agenda.”5 These points include: promoting health development, especially in areas 
facing dire poverty; fostering health security, especially in an urbanizing world; 
strengthening health systems and health accessibility; harnessing research by setting 
the research agenda and setting international health standards; enhancing 
partnerships with civil society, governments, corporations, etc. to encourage strategic 
partners to improve health situations; and improving performance by reforming the 
WHO to be more effective and efficient in addressing international health situations.6 
Besides the goals of WHO leadership, the genuine power of the Organization lies in 
adopting resolutions on specific topics. Amongst the topics discussed at the 69th 
World Health Assembly in May 2016 were engagement with non-state actors (i.e. 
NGOs, private sector, etc.); tobacco use; HIV, hepatitis, sexually transmitted 
infections; and road traffic accidents and safety.7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
4 “Governance,” World Health Organization, accessed December 2, 2016. 
5 “The Director-General Six Point Agenda,” World Health Organization, accessed November 29, 2016. 
6 “WHO: World Health Organization,” United Nations Office of the Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth, accessed 
December 2, 2016. 
7 “Sixty-ninth World Health Assembly closes,” World Health Organization, accessed November 30, 2016. 
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Committee Mandate 

 
The Constitution of the WHO enumerates several responsibilities and goals for 

the body. Powerful tools belonging to the WHO include the Health Assembly’s ability 
to adopt resolutions and make decisions for the Organization, setting international 
guidelines on topics from food and agriculture to the pharmaceutical industry, 
providing specialized and targeted aid to member states in need, and standardizing 
medical and health-related practices. To function effectively as an Organization, 
member states should always remain aware of the body’s following objectives. 
 

Most notably, the WHO Constitution contains a preamble that sets forth all of 
the principles for which the Organization seeks to progress. The preamble defines the 
term “health” as “a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not 
merely the absence of disease or infirmity.”8 This definition sets the foundation for 
the Organization’s goals to achieve “the highest possible level” of health for all 
people.9 The WHO is motivated by the charge that health is a universal human right, 
because health provides a foundation for the peace and security of any state. 
Therefore, all member states of the WHO are committed to promoting the protection 
and achievement of health of all other peoples beyond their own. Furthermore, the 
WHO stresses that individual governments have the primary responsibility for the 
health of their people, but also recognizes that some countries are unable to come up 
with the resources to achieve the highest levels of health possible; therefore, the 
WHO adopts responsibilities like assisting member states, providing guidance by 
establishing international guidelines, or by joining the fight to eradicate diseases.10 
 
 This Organization will follow the rules of procedure that will be used at all 
other SCMUN 2017 General Assembly and Middle School Assembly committees (can 
be found at www.scmun.org). At SCMUN 2017, we will simulate a meeting of the 
World Health Assembly addressing solely the Zika virus issue as it stands; to prepare 
of this, please conduct thorough research on your country’s position on the issue 
before the conference. Because technology is only allowed during unmoderated 
caucus at this conference, it would be wise to print this research beforehand. Every 
delegate should be prepared to provide some input as the WHO builds a framework 
to continue research, improve treatment and prevention, and spread awareness 
regarding the Zika virus.  However, because this simulation is a Middle School  
 

                                                
8 “Constitution of the World Health Organization,” World Health Organization, accessed December 10, 2016. 
9 “Constitution of WHO: principles,” World Health Organization, accessed December 2, 2016. 
10 Ibid. 
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Assembly and only comprised of two meetings, please take special note of the time 
constraints; do not expect the resolution you ultimately pass to be flawless or several 
pages long, but do your best to provide succinct yet unique solutions and perspectives 
in your working papers. There are various solutions that the Health Assembly could 
consider regarding Zika--declaring a world Zika day; providing (reasonable) aid to 
affected South American countries; recommending travel bans; etc.--but try to work 
with and negotiate with other delegates at the conference to develop an effective 
working paper. 
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Key Terms to Know 

 

Amniocentesis: a prenatal medical procedure where amniotic fluid is extracted from 
the uterus using a long needle. The fluid can be used to diagnose possible fetal 
abnormalities or diseases, such as microcephaly.11 
 
Anthroponotic: used to describe diseases that can be held within humans but 
transmitted by non-humans (also called a human-vector-human transmission). For 
example, a mosquito might carry Zika after biting an infected human; that same 
mosquito then may transfer the virus later to a non-infected human.12 
 
Asymptomatic: when no symptoms are shown, despite infection.13 According to the 
U.S. Center for Disease Control (CDC), the vast majority of Zika victims are 
asymptomatic.14 
 
Conjunctivitis: colloquially known as “pinkeye,” conjunctivitis is a common symptom 
of Zika. Inflammation of the membrane covering the surface of the eye gives a red or 
“bloodshot” appearance.15 
 
Encephalitis: usually a result of a weakened nervous system, encephalitis causes a 
short but severe inflammation of the brain. If not treated early, encephalitis often 
ends in brain damage or death.16 Some Zika patients have suffered from encephalitis.17 
 
Flaviviridae: a “family” comprised of viruses that can be transmitted by mosquitos and 
ticks, such as West Nile, yellow fever, and Zika.18 
 
Guillain-Barré syndrome: a disease that affects the nervous system and causes the 
victim’s immune system to attack their own nerve cells, it is a symptom appearing in 
some Zika patients. The result is often muscle weakness or paralysis, especially in the 
  

                                                
11 “Zika Virus Glossary of Terms,” eMedicineHealth, accessed December 11, 2016. 
12 Ibid. 
13 Ibid. 
14 “Zika Virus: Clinical Evaluation & Disease,” Center for Disease Control and Prevention, accessed December 11, 
2016. 
15 “Zika Virus Glossary of Terms,” eMedicineHealth, accessed December 11, 2016. 
16 Ibid. 
17 Julie Steenhuysen, “Brazilian scientists find new Zika-linked brain disorder in adults,” Reuters, April 10, 2016, 
accessed December 11, 2016, http://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-zika-brain-idUSKCN0X70VP 
18 “Zika Virus Glossary of Terms,” eMedicineHealth, accessed December 11, 2016. 
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arm and leg muscles.19 Guillain-Barré is very rare and almost never found “clustered” 
but has been increasingly diagnosed in countries afflicted by Zika.20 
 
Joint Pain: pain or discomfort in areas where two bones are connected and the body 
part can move. Joint pain is also a common symptom of Zika.21 
 

 
      Most common Zika symptoms. 
       Source: London Doctor’s Clinic 

 
Myalgia: Pain in the muscles or muscle tissue. It is a common symptom of Zika.22 
 
Microcephaly: a developmental abnormality that prevents brain growth and results in 
an unusually small head. People with microcephaly also suffer developmental delays 
and intellectual disability. In 2016, Brazilian researchers dispelled any doubt that  
microcephaly is a symptom passed on from pregnant mothers infected with the Zika 
virus.23 

                                                
19 Ibid. 
20 “Zika and Guillain-Barré Syndrome,” Center for Disease Control and Prevention, accessed December 11, 2016. 
21 “Zika Virus Glossary of Terms,” eMedicineHealth, accessed December 11, 2016. 
22 Ibid. 
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                  Child suffering from microcephaly 
                          Source: “Three People in New York…,” New York Daily News 

 
NSAIDs: an acronym for non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, NSAIDs are used to 
treat Zika victims by reducing inflammation by blocking certain enzymes and proteins 
naturally made by the body. Some NSAIDs, like aspirin, can be bought without a 
prescription.24 
 
Perinatal: relating to the period before and immediately after birth (up to four weeks), 
Zika virus transmissions have been found to pass from mothers before birth. Zika has 
also been found in breastmilk, but no documented instance of transmission has been 
found via this route.25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                       
23 Maggie Fox, “This Study Removes Any Doubt Zika Virus Causes Birth Defect,” NBC News, September 16, 
2016, Accessed December 1, 2016, http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/zika-virus-outbreak/study-removes-any-
doubt-zika-virus-causes-birth-defect-n649536 
24 “Zika Virus Glossary of Terms,” eMedicineHealth, accessed December 11, 2016. 
25 “Zika Virus Glossary of Terms,” eMedicineHealth, accessed December 11, 2016. 
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Background: The Zika Virus 

 
History of the Situation: 
 

The Zika virus was first detected in humans in 1952, five years after it was found 
in primates.26 Slowly, the virus has traveled from Africa--where it was first discovered-
-to South and Southeast Asia and the Americas. But a large outbreak of Zika did not 
occur until 2007, when dozens were infected with the virus on the island of Yap in 
Micronesia. Before this event, there were only fourteen documented cases of Zika 
worldwide. The number of Zika cases grew exponentially in 2015, when Brazil and 
other South American states noticed an uptick of skin rashes. When microcephaly 
and other neurological and nervous system diseases also began to appear in these 
states, the international health community diagnosed the cause of these symptoms as 
Zika. By February 2016, the World Health Organization declared the spreading disease 
a “Public Health Emergency of International Concern.”27 
 
 The Zika virus can spread quickly through communities. In Yap, the virus, 
likely spread as a result of an infected visitor. Testing by the WHO found at least 53 
cases of Zika, but the Organization also estimated that as much as 73% of the island’s 
residents could have been infected with the virus. While there have been no cases of 
death as a result of Zika, global actors have responded to the virus with increasing 
caution in recent years because of its rapid spread and effects on the human body. In 
response to the 2016 outbreak in South America, international organizations like the 
United Nations, national governments, and multinational corporations have proposed 
potential solutions for preventing or slowing down transmission of the Zika virus.28 
 
 Biotechnology firms like the U.S.- based Intrexon Corporation have proposed 
genetically engineering the mosquito population so that mosquitos die before they 
have a chance to transmit the virus. The firms have made proposals that often come 
with high price tags, but other organizations have proposed “free” or low-cost 
solutions. For example, the International Atomic Energy Agency, under the direction 
of the UN, has offered to help the South American states on developing a plan to 
sterilize the mosquito population via radiation. In 2016, the Brazilian government 
coordinated with several private and non-governmental actors to contain the Zika 
virus. One such example is the contract the government has with Intrexon to produce 
as many as two million genetically modified mosquitoes for breeding with the natural  
 
                                                
26 “The history of Zika virus,” World Health Organization, accessed December 10, 2016. 
27 Ibid. 
28 “Zika: the origin and spread of a mosquito-borne virus,” World Health Organization, accessed December 8, 2016. 
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population.29 Financing the expensive solutions has left little for local governments to 
spend on their own programs for assisting Zika victims.30 
 

 
         As Zika virus spreads throughout South America, it becomes more likely to move north. 
            Source: Economist 

 
 
 
 
                                                
29 Jonathan Tirone, “UN Readies Nuclear Solution to Destroy the Zika Virus,” Bloomberg, February 11, 2016, 
Accessed December 5, 2016, https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2016-02-12/un-readies-nuclear-weapons-
to-destroy-the-zika-virus 
30 “What's thwarting Brazil's battle against Zika virus?” CBS News, March 18, 2016, Accessed December 5, 2016, 
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/brazil-zika-outbreak-too-much-for-government-health-to-handle/ 
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National governments have become increasingly more involved as the growth of 

the virus threatens South and Central America’s neighbors. After millions of South  
Americans became infected, the international community predicted that the virus 
would be introduced into the U.S. mosquito population by the end of 2016.  
Transmission of Zika has since occurred in the U.S., in places like Florida and 
California.31 In early 2016, President Barack Obama asked the U.S. Congress to 
provide funding for Zika programs, especially for the susceptible territory of Puerto 
Rico. Members of Congress designed a plan to provide more than one billion dollars 
for Zika research and prevention and a bill was passed after a compromise was 
reached by in September of that year.32 
 

The international community has several paths it can take towards dealing with 
Zika. These potential solutions range from creative solutions for a vaccine to genetic 
engineering. In the following section, four subtopics are selected and introduced for 
the purposes of providing a foundation for your research and what potential proposals 
you will bring to the WHO as a delegate. 
 
 
 
Subtopic 1: Genetic Engineering 

 
Genetic Engineering has been considered and implemented by certain 

countries as a potential solution to the Zika Virus. By releasing genetically modified 
organisms, the Zika-borne mosquito population would decrease. According to a 
Washington Post article, “Gene-modified organisms could help eradicate vector-
borne diseases and could help boost populations of endangered species (by targeting 
diseases that are driving down their numbers).”33 In the United States, biotechnology 
firm Oxitec has developed a genetically modified version of Aedes aegypti, the 
mosquito that most often carries the Zika Virus. By releasing these genetically 
modified mosquitos, the offspring of these and the original Aedes aegypti will not be 
able to survive to adulthood, therefore curbing the population of Zika-borne  
 
 
                                                
31 Donald G. McNeil Jr., Catherine Saint Louis, and Nicholas St. Fleur, “Short Answers to Hard Questions About 
Zika Virus,” New York Times, July 29, 2016, Accessed December 5, 2016, 
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/health/what-is-zika-virus.html?_r=0 
32 Maggie Fox, “Congress Finally Passes Zika Funding Bill; Provides $1.1 Billion,” NBC News, September 29, 
2016, Accessed December 7, 2016, http://www.nbcnews.com/storyline/zika-virus-outbreak/congress-finally-passes-
zika-funding-bill-n656866 
33 Achenbach, Joel. "Genetically engineered bugs to fight malaria and Zika? Not so fast, experts say." The 
Washington Post. June 8, 2016. Accessed January 05, 2017.  
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mosquitoes.34 Oxitec, the most prominent company utilizing genetically-engineered 
mosquitoes, has programs in Brazil, Panama, United States, India, and Cayman 
Islands. 
 
Subtopic 2: Eliminating the Mosquito Population  
 

In addition to the previously mentioned genetically-engineered mosquitoes, 
other technology has been explored to eliminate the mosquito population. One 
method, developed by the International Atomic Energy Agency, is to utilize radiation 
to make male mosquitoes infertile.35 Titled the Sterile Insect Technique (SIT), the 
mosquitoes are bred in a lab, and then sterilized in a gamma radiator. Research has 
been conducted to ensure that this does not affect their mating abilities.  

 
Another direct cause of the Zika Virus is poor sanitation systems that act as a 

breeding ground for mosquitoes. Sanitation reform is a necessary method to 
eliminating the mosquito population. The Brazilian government has invested millions 
of dollars into their plan of “National Basic Sanitation,” vowing to improve baseline 
infrastructure for all citizens of their country.36 With proper sewage and water 
systems, mosquito breeding grounds will be reduced.  
 
Subtopic 3: Preventing Spread of Zika 
 
 One of the most important ways to prevent the spread of Zika is to inform 
people at risk, especially pregnant women, to be tested regularly and frequently. The 
Brazilian government has implemented door to door testing to ensure that pregnant 
women are aware of the virus and are protected from it. Additionally, travel advisory 
warnings have been issued by several governments. Travellers are encouraged to be 
cautious while travelling and be especially cognizant in preventing mosquito bites.  
 
 As mentioned before, improved sanitation and health systems, as well as 
genetic technology can prevent the spread of this disease. Governments and NGO’s in  
 
 
                                                
34 Lafrance, Adrienne. "Genetically Modified Mosquitoes: What Could Possibly Go Wrong?" The Atlantic. April 
26, 2016. Accessed January 05, 2017.  
35 "Zika Crisis – The IAEA Responds." International Atomic Energy Agency. May 11, 2016. Accessed January 05, 
2017.  
36 Sullivan, Zoe. "Deficient water systems, poor sanitation driving Zika in Brazil." Conservation news. August 01, 
2016. Accessed January 05, 2017.  
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affected countries must work to prevent the spread of the disease at the large scale as 
well as on an individual basis.  
 
Subtopic 4: Zika Vaccine 

 
Several countries have invested resources in developing a Zika Vaccine to 

prevent further spread of the disease. A New York Times article describes the race to 
create the vaccine that this Zika outbreak has catalyzed, saying “vaccines usually take a 
decade or more to develop. But researchers say a Zika vaccine could be available as 
early as 2018, in what would be a remarkable two-year turnaround.”37 The majority 
opinion in the medical field is that a vaccine will be developed soon. Adults are able 
to fight the disease, giving researchers hope that the human body has the ability to 
completely eradicate Zika, given the right tools. The National Institute of Health has 
currently invested resources in developing a vaccine that creates DNA that tells the 
body to create Zika proteins, thereby creating “harmless viruslike particles that trick 
the body into developing antibodies that can fight the disease if it arrives.”35 

Researchers must utilize the current cases in South America to test the vaccines in 
order to reach their ambitious goal.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                
37 Thomas, Katie. "The Race for a Zika Vaccine." The New York Times. November 19, 2016. Accessed January 05, 
2017.  
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United Nations & International Involvement 

 
 As Zika spread throughout Latin America in 2015 and early 2016, the World 
Health Organization took note of spiking rates of microcephaly in newborn children 
and Guillain-Barré syndrome beginning to occur in areas affected by the virus. By 1 
February 2016, the WHO issued a “Public Health Emergency of International 
Concern” for Zika and the United Nations began to discuss potential ways to handle 
the situation. Ultimately, the body established a multi-partner trust fund (MPTF) that 
would pay for developing a strategic framework to solving the Zika crisis.38  Today, 
that framework involves surveilling the development of the virus, responding via 
government and private sector efforts, and conducting research to learn more about 
the virus.39 
 
 Beyond the agencies of the United Nations, the Zika virus has been a topic of 
discussion at the highest levels of international cooperation. Former U.N. Secretary-
General Ban Ki-Moon and the General Assembly swiftly responded to the spread of 
the Zika virus. In June 2016, Ban appointed a Global Health Crises Task Force 
comprised of the chief officers leading the WHO, the World Bank Group, and other 
international agencies.  The task force, which includes incumbent WHO Director-
General Margaret Chan, is chaired by Deputy Secretary-General Jan Eliasson; the 
team provides the Secretary-General with advice for applying 27 recommendations 
created by a different panel for containing diseases that become international or 
regional concerns.40 
 
 In November 2016, the World Health Organization’s advisory committee 
responsible for declaring “Public Health Emergency of International Concern” status 
declared that Zika virus’ spread no longer required such a designation. The WHO’s 
health emergencies program director, Peter Salama, noted that revoking the 
designation was not to say that the spread of Zika virus ended in 2016. Instead, the 
WHO recognized that, similar to other mosquito-spread diseases like malaria, Zika is a 
seasonal disease and will still be treated by the Organization as a dangerous disease.41 
Regardless, the decision to withdraw the public health emergency designation for the 
Zika outbreak has been controversial. Public health officials in the Americas  
 

                                                
38 “UN Zika Response Multi-Partner Trust Fund,” United Nations, accessed January 1, 2016. 
39 Ibid. 
40 “UN chief appoints 12 experts to his task force to prevent and manage future health crises,” UN News Centre, 
accessed January 1, 2017. 
41 Donald J. McNeil Jr, “Zika Is No Longer a Global Emergency, W.H.O. Says,” New York Times, accessed 
January 1, 2017. 
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disapproved of the decision, noting that it could slow the momentum of private 
industry in searching for a vaccine or coax people into believing that the Zika virus is 
over. However, the WHO and several health agencies around the world insist that 
they remain committed to finding a solution for Zika.42 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
42 Ibid. 
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Bloc Analysis 

Asia:  
 
 Asia has been relatively unaffected by the Zika Virus, with the exception of 
several cases found in Singapore in 2016. However, with its proximity to the Pacific 
Islands, countries must still take precaution to prevent the spread of disease to 
mainland Asia. Additionally, according to a WHO September 2016 situation report, 
Indonesia, Thailand, Philippines and Vietnam are “countries with possible endemic 
transmission or evidence of local mosquito-borne Zika infections in 2016.”43 
Southeast Asia is visibly where the threat is the largest. According to the BBC, 
Thailand has set up a regional taskforce, and has agreed to test all pregnant women. 
Southeast Asia’s quick and responsive efforts have been commended by the WHO.  
 
Africa:  
 

Africa has only reported two cases of Zika: in Cabo Verde and Guinea-Bissau. 
Because Zika has been present in Africa for several decades, it is possible that 
residents have developed regional immunity.44 Countries that are in close proximity 
with those that have been affected by Zika must continue to regularly test for the 
virus. According to the BBC, studies have shown that the countries affected by Zika 
have the Asian strain of the disease. To prevent further spread of this infection in the 
African region, the WHO recommends countries to “strengthen: i) vector surveillance 
and control, ii) disease surveillance and laboratory detection, iii) monitoring the 
occurrence of neurological complications, and iv) increasing public awareness.” 45 
 
Caribbean and Central and South America:  
 
 The recent outbreak of Zika Virus has most severely affected this region. 
According to the September 2016 WHO report, 46 countries in the American and  
 

                                                
43 "SITUATION REPORT ZIKA VIRUS MICROCEPHALY GUILLAIN-BARRÉ SYNDROME."  

World Health Organization . September 1, 2016. Accessed January 5, 2017.  
44 "One year into the Zika outbreak: how an obscure disease became a global health emergency." World Health 
Organization. Accessed January 05, 2017.  
45 Fall, Ibrahima-Socé. "Zika Virus Risk Assessment in the WHO African region ." World Health Organization . 
February 2016. Accessed January 5, 2017.  
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Pan-American regions had reported a Zika outbreak. According to an October 
Washington Post article, “the virus has infected at least 650,000 people in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, including tens of thousands of expectant mothers.”46 This 
breakout originated in Brazil, when Zika was associated with an increased number of 
children being born with microcephaly, a condition where children are born with 
unusually small heads. The Center for Disease Control and WHO have recommended 
that tourism be limited to and from these countries. Tourism has been affected, 
though mostly only by those in childbearing ages, in their 20’s and 30’s. Additionally, 
Zika virus has increased the demand for abortions in Latin America and South 
America. Since these countries have limited access to contraceptive methods, citizens 
have turned to illegal or self-induced methods, introducing another health and safety 
risk to the population. Governments in several countries, including Brazil, Colombia, 
Ecuador, El Salvador and Jamaica — and in the territory of Puerto Rico — have 
recommended that couples delay having children till the risk of Zika has decreased.47 
 
 Brazil has been affected most severely by Zika, reporting over 300,000 cases. 
The Brazilian government has implemented door-to-door inspections and authorized 
agents to be allowed in private and public spaces to search for mosquito breeding 
grounds. Genetically-modified mosquitoes have also been released to reduce the 
number of Zika transmitting mosquitoes.  
 
North America:  
 
 Zika Virus has not affected North America greatly, though travel cases have 
been found in both the United States and Mexico. Florida and New York have the 
greatest number of travel-related Zika cases. According to the Washington Post, the 
28,766 locally-transmitted cases have been concentrated largely in Florida. United 
States President Barack Obama requested USD 1.9 billion in emergency funding for  
 
 
 

                                                
46 Phillips, Don, and Nick Miroff. "Scientists are bewildered by Zika's path across Latin America." The Washington 
Post. October 25, 2016. Accessed January 05, 2017.  
47 "Zika virus triggers pregnancy delay calls." BBC News. January 23, 2016. Accessed January 05, 2017. 
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Zika Virus to “provide aid to U.S. states and territories for health services and 
mosquito control.”48 Congress approved this request, after much debate.  
 
 The Center for Disease Control has been investing in research since the threat 
in Brazil reemerged in October 2015. According to a CNN article, the Director of CDC 
says that mosquito control will be absolutely crucial in prevention of this disease. The 
CDC is also, “supporting laboratories in Puerto Rico and around the United States to 
provide testing, and we are using cutting-edge genomic methods in this effort.”49 
According to BBC, “The US Department of Health and Human Services has now 
announced it has shifted $81m in funds from other projects to continue work on 
developing vaccines to fight Zika.”50 
 
Europe/Australia:  
 
 Europe and Australia have remained largely unaffected by the Zika outbreak. 
These regions have focused largely on educating citizens on the risks of travelling  
to regions affected by this disease. The European Center for Disease Control has 
worked with WHO to limit the risk of Zika as a cross-border health risk.  
 
 The European Union has invested EUR 45 million in research to prevent 
spread of diseases such as Zika. ZikaPLAN, ZIKAction and ZikAlliance are three 
initiatives spearheaded by Sweden, Italy, and France respectively, to focus on 
different aspects of disease research. Another initiative, ZIKAVAX, is focused on 
developing a vaccine to prevent Zika. Several other think-tanks and collaborative 
organizations have been established to develop a global task force in overcoming this 
global health threat.  
 
 
 
 

                                                
48 Schipani, Vanessa. "What Zika Means for Americans." FactCheck.org. May 6, 2016. Accessed January 05, 2017.  
49 Frieden, Tom. "CDC director: What we're doing about the Zika virus." CNN. February 2, 2016. Accessed January 
05, 2017.  
50 Taylor-Coleman, Jasmine. "Is the US doing enough to fight Zika?" BBC News. August 14, 2016. Accessed 
January 05, 2017.  
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Committee Mission 

 
 The Dais is looking forward to chairing the WHO this April and more 
importantly requests that each delegate come well-prepared to discuss specific 
proposals and to work with other delegates to build succinct, yet detailed working 
papers that could become the World Health Assembly’s resolution. 
 
 This background guide has the sole purpose of serving as the beginning of your 
research. Delegates seeking the attention of the chairs will be wise in conducting 
extensive research on the four sub-topics laid out in the preceding section. By 
presenting new perspectives and unique solutions, a delegate can have much to say 
during moderated and unmoderated caucus sessions and have ideas to input as a draft 
of a working paper is being written. Introducing a solution beyond the sub-topics is 
permissible, but delegates must be aware that they will have only two committee 
sessions to debate, discuss their working papers, and enter voting bloc to decide the 
Organization’s resolution. For this reason, the Dais will likely exercise its discretion 
and limit the number of working papers that can be on the floor and limit the number 
of sponsors for each working paper; more information will be given on the day of the 
conference. 
 
 Finally, while our objective is to have a substantive debate about solutions for 
the spread of the Zika virus, we also hope that you will have a lot of fun making new 
friends and competing with classmates! Should you have any questions, please contact 
the chair at erickmor@usc.edu. 
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